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A Field Guide to Whisky is a one-stop guide for all the information a whisky enthusiast needs.
With the whisky market booming all over the world, now is a perfect time for a comprehensive
guide to this popular brown spirit. What are the basic ingredients in all whiskies? How does it get
its flavor? Which big-name brands truly deserve their reputation? What are the current whisky
trends around the world? And who was Jack Daniel, anyway? This abundance of information is
distilled(!) into 324 short entries covering basic whisky literacy, production methods,
consumption tips, trends, trivia, geographical maps and lists of distilleries, whisky trails, bars,
hotels, and festivals by an industry insider. Boasting 230 color photographs and a beautiful
package to boot, A Field Guide to Whisky will make a whisky expert out of anyone. 

“Hans Offringa has managed to present his deep knowledge in a new, entertaining, and highly
visual way . . . [and] proves that there are still new ways of preaching the whisky gospel.”—Malt
Whisky Yearbook “A one-stop guide for anyone with whisky questions. . . . The answers to
anything you’ve ever wondered about your favorite spirit in a straightforward Q&A format.”—
Unfiltered Magazine “A significant guidebook.”—Charleston Mercury “Presented in a handsome
hardcover edition. . . . Offringa offers dram-sized bits of information that are easily digestible and
that combine to provide a highly readable collection.”—Winnipeg Free Press “This book is a
must for all lovers of whisky.”—Charles MacLean, author and founding editor of Whisky
Magazine “Deserves a place in the home of every whisky fan.”—Ewan Gunn, global whisky
master at Diageo “Hans Offringa is one of the best whisky writers.”—Ingvar Ronde, publisher
and editor of Malt Whisky Yearbook “A perfect guide for someone making their first (or maybe
their second or third) journey into the world of whisky.”—Nick Morgan, head of whisky outreach
at Diageo --This text refers to the hardcover edition.About the AuthorHans Offringa is an author
and an internationally renowned whisky expert. He holds many esteemed titles in the whisky
world: Patron of the Whisky Festival Northern Netherlands, Honorary Scotsman, Honorary
Member of the Caledonian Society of Charleston (SC), Keeper of the Quaich, and Kentucky
Colonel. He is also the contributing editor for Europe for Whisky Magazine, and one of the
lecturers at the International Whisky School in Groningen, Netherlands. Offringa and his wife,
Becky Lovett Offringa, are known as the Whisky Couple, and have been judges at the Dutch
Whisky Awards since its inception.  --This text refers to the hardcover edition.
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“Civilization begins with distillation.”William Faulkner
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IntroductionWhisky is an alcoholic beverage that most likely originated in Ireland. Eventually the
knowledge about distilling whisky spread to Scotland, which means that both countries are
generally credited as the birthplace of the most complex drink in the world. Irish and Scottish
distillers brought their knowledge with them when immigrating to the United States and Canada.
In the first part of the twentieth-century, Japan more or less picked up the craft from Scotland.
Today, whisky can be made anywhere in the world.Whisky is made of grain, water, and yeast—
but this is only the beginning of a long story. There are many different kinds of whisky, and
although the basics are similar across the board, each country uses its own production methods.
The same general principle applies: grains contain starch, which can be converted into
fermentable sugars with the help of enzymes. When you dissolve those sugars in warm water, let
the mixture cool for a while, and then add yeast, you get a liquid containing alcohol. The
percentage of alcohol increases each time you heat the liquid up to a certain temperature. When
the desired percentage is achieved, the distillate is poured into wooden casks and left to age
until the end product is whisky ready for consumption. The minimum maturation times are
different from country to country. By law, the ABV (alcohol by volume) percentage of the liquid
must be at least 40 when the spirit is bottled as whisky.Whisky has experienced a renaissance
over the past decade and is growing in popularity among younger generations. Whether you are
a complete novice interested in getting acquainted with the basics and learning how to pick a
good-value bottle to get you started, or a whisky connoisseur looking for a great reference book,
new developments, and current trends, A Field Guide to Whisky will become your favorite
whisky companion. It will take you on a journey through the places where this diverse drink is
being produced all over the world, from the famous “Big Five”—Scotland, Ireland, the United
States, Canada, and Japan—to the nooks and crannies you may least expect, like Tasmania,
Taiwan, and South Africa. You’ll learn about its history and the differences in how various kinds
are produced; how to read a label; how to taste and discern complex flavor patterns to get the
most out of your glass—even how to conduct a whisky master class during which you can share
the experience with your friends. You’ll find valuable tips on investing in whisky and learn about



the diverse whisky scene in the United States and the rest of the world. Finally, numerous lists
and maps of distilleries, whisky trails, hotels, festivals, bars, and clubs will provide invaluable
information for getting out there and putting your newfound expertise to use—whether you
choose to join a whisky society, visit a distillery, or discover a new whisky bar in your city.

chapter 1What Is Whisky?1. What Are the Origins of the Word Whisky?The word whisky is
derived from the Gaelic uisge beatha (pronounced “ooshkie bayha”), also written as
usquebaugh, which is derived from the Latin expression aqua vita (water of life). The English
were not proficient in Gaelic and turned it into uisgy, which later morphed into whisky and
whiskey.2. Why Is Whisky Spelled With and Without an E?In the past, both spellings were used
interchangeably. Over time, the Irish and Americans chose whiskey, while the rest of the world,
spearheaded by Scotland, chose whisky. But this is by no means a rule written in stone. For
instance, Maker’s Mark and Old Forester, both produced in the United States, write their names
without the e, and a distillery in the Netherlands, Horstman, puts whiskey on its label.
Throughout this book, whisky is used as the standard spelling, unless the entry is specifically
about Irish or American whiskey.3. What Are the Different Types of Whisky?Whisky is divided
into thirteen main categories:1. Single malt whisky2. Single grain whisky3. Blended malt
whisky4. Blended grain whisky5. Blended whisky6. Bourbon whiskey7. Tennessee whiskey8.
Rye whiskey9. Wheat whiskey10. Corn whiskey11. Canadian whisky12. Japanese whisky13.
Irish whiskeySingle malt whisky, single grain whisky, blended malt whisky, blended grain whisky,
blended whisky, rye whiskey, wheat whiskey, and corn whiskey can be made anywhere in the
world. Bourbon whiskey, Tennessee whiskey, Canadian whisky, Japanese whisky, and Irish
whiskey are type-, country-, or region-specific. The country of origin has to be mentioned on the
label, and more region-specific information is often added too, such as with whisky d’Alsace
from France or whisky Español from Spain.4. How Many Brands of Whisky Are There?
Thousands! A single distillery can produce multiple brands at once. This kind of production is
more common among American and Irish distilleries than in Scotland and its worldwide
counterparts. This is in part due to Prohibition, when many brand names from bankrupt and
closed distilleries were bought by the surviving distilleries in their respective countries.For
example, the American distillery Heaven Hill produces more than a hundred different bourbons.
Midleton Distillery in Cork, Ireland, produces at least seven well-known brands. Cooley Distillery
in Dundalk, Ireland, is known for bringing pre-Prohibition Irish brands back to life for new
customers. Blended Scotch can be tailor-made, in which case the customer gets to pick his or
her own brand name. Another reason for using a different brand name is to distinguish one taste
profile from another. For example, Springbank, in the south of Scotland, makes an eponymous
single malt, alongside two different expressions named Longrow and Hazelburn. Tobermory on
the Hebridean island of Mull distills an unpeated single malt called Tobermory and a peated
expression named Ledaig.5. Which Country Produces the Most Whisky?It might not be the
country that first comes to mind, but it is India that produces by far the most liters of whisky in the



world. The annual list of the top thirty whisky producers announced by the whisky publication
Malt Whisky Yearbook was topped in 2015 by Officer’s Choice (214 million liters produced
annually)—a whisky that is virtually unknown outside India. Johnnie Walker took second place
with more than 180 million liters. This doesn’t seem like such a huge difference, but there are
seven more Indian blends in the top ten that, when combined with Officer’s Choice, annually
produce more than 1 billion liters! Jack Daniel’s Tennessee Whiskey takes sixth place with 103.5
million liters.The first bourbon on the list is Jim Beam (eleventh place) with 62 million liters.
Canada debuts on the 2015 list at number thirteen with Crown Royal (49.5 million liters).
Ireland’s pride, Jameson, takes the seventeenth spot with 38.7 million liters. Japan’s Kakubin is
twenty-fifth on the list (25.2 million liters). The ten Scotch blends on the list account for 36.1
million liters combined, the best known among them being Chivas, Ballantine’s, The Famous
Grouse, and Dewar’s. Then another five smaller Indian brands whose combined number is 18.2
million liters and an American blended whiskey, Seagram’s 7 Crown, in thirtieth place with 21.6
million liters. Single malts—the grand crus among whiskies—do not show up on this list. Their
largest producer, Glenfiddich, makes approximately 14 million liters annually.6. Which Countries
Are the Biggest Exporters of Whisky?Scotland, Ireland, the United States, Canada, and Japan
are the key players on the world whisky scene. These countries are known as the Big Five
because they produce the most well-known and widely distributed whiskies in the world.India,
by far the largest producer of blended whisky in the world, doesn’t belong on this list because 90
percent of its production is consumed nationally. To boot, a significant portion of its whisky isn’t
made from grains but from sugar cane, so it cannot officially be considered whisky. However,
India does make single malts on a small scale, Amrut and Paul John, and these brands have a
presence in world export markets.“Too much of anything is bad, but too much good whiskey is
barely enough.”Mark Twain7. What Does a Bottle of Whisky Cost?A fine bottle of whisky can
cost anywhere between $25 and $200. Scarce brands such as Pappy Van Winkle and limited-
edition releases can even exceed $20,000 a bottle.This is a big range because “fine” doesn’t
mean the same thing to everyone. Sometimes it would appear that there are shortages of certain
bourbons and other whiskies, but these aren’t so much shortages (more whisky is being
produced today than ever before) as they are increases in demand for certain brands or
expressions of whisky. This can mean that your favorite whisky is not always available at your
local store due to allocation by producers and importers who are increasingly challenged with
stock management. It can also mean that you’ll pay more for the bottle when you do find it.To
make whisky, you have to have a long-term business plan, since the distillate has to mature for a
certain period, usually years, before it can be sold as whisky. To complicate matters, it is hard to
predict what people will drink in four to ten years. This has been a demanding business for
centuries.A good, easily attainable bottle of whisky can be found in a $20 to $70 price range
(prices may differ by retailer).8. Is Older Whisky Better Than Younger Whisky?Older whiskies
aren’t necessarily better than younger ones per se. Age is a number; maturation is character.
Some whiskies want to stay in the cask for a long time; others should be released into the world



sooner. Producers also play around with different ages to increase the variety of their assortment
while maintaining the quality of their products. If a whisky stays in the cask for too long, the
product may become bitter and tannic. When a whisky has not matured long enough, the
product usually is a bit raw and fiery, often out of balance.9. Can Anybody Make Whisky?The
basic process of distillation is something you could do yourself, although making good whisky is
far more difficult. But . . . playing with fire, methanol, and other volatile spirits can be extremely
dangerous. More important, your government does not allow it—to start your own distillery, you
have to collect numerous permits and licenses, and if you fail to do so, you are distilling illegally.

The Complete Whiskey Course: A Comprehensive Tasting School in Ten Classes, Whiskey
Master Class: The Ultimate Guide to Understanding Scotch, Bourbon, Rye, and More, Tasting
Whiskey: An Insider's Guide to the Unique Pleasures of the World's Finest Spirits, Whiskey: A
Guide to the Most Common Whiskeys, and How to Know the Difference between the Good, Bad
and the Ugly (Worlds Most Loved Drinks Book 8), Bourbon Curious: A Tasting Guide for the
Savvy Drinker with Tasting Notes for Dozens of New Bourbons, Bourbon: The Story of Kentucky
Whiskey, Wine Folly: The Essential Guide to Wine, Everything You Need to Know About Whisky:
(But are too afraid to ask), Bourbon Empire: The Past and Future of America's Whiskey



Thomas B, “Good for Beginners. Pros: Lots of information for beginners to the world of whiskey.
Includes what whiskey is, how its made, differences in types of whiskeys, some trivia, and
locations.Cons: The information was sometimes a bit vague or generalized. Useful for an
introduction, not very useful for additional research or readings. Also, the sticker on the book
didn't peel off easily or cleanly.”

Karen F., “Great purchase!. This was definitely a great purchase, the book is well-made and
sturdy, and the pages (when the book is closed) have a shiny black appearance. I didn’t expect it
to have such a bulleted/numbered format, but the amount of information and how it’s written
make up for it.”

Andres Garcia, “For both experts and novices.. Very useful guide for whiskey enthusiasts. For
novice and for experts too, I can not think about anything else about whiskey that you will not
find in this book. Is also a nice looking book to have around your bar.”

Reaston, “Great Book!. I started getting interested in Whiskey about a year ago and my wife
bought me this book. You can turn to just about any page and start reading. It filled with history
and little known (at least to me) facts! It has increased my whiskey (and whisky) knowledge a
hundredfold!  I even bought a copy for a friend!”

denisek, “Beautiful interesting book. Just got into whisky and bourbon. Bought this as a gift. After
reviewing it I decided to keep it. Beautiful interesting book.  Perfect for the bourbon lovers!”

Rhonda C, “Good book. My husband bought this and is really enjoying it. It’s a good book with
great information and I would recommend it.”

Kathryn Reed, “Perfect Birthday Gift For My Son. I purchased this book as a birthday gift for my
son. He recently purchased a custom coffee table and knowing of his appreciation of Whiskey
and the history of it, I decided this would be the perfect gift to start the whiskey theme of gifts. He
lives in another state so I relied on his excited reaction as confirmation that it was the perfect gift.
The delivery was right on his birthday. The quality of the book was great and is a nice accent for
his new coffee table. I am very pleased with this purchase.”

Mark Vyse, “Whisky wonder. This book is fantastic. So informative, well written and a great read.
If this book doesn’t answer all the questions you have about whisky I’ll be amazed. Worth every
penny.”

V. Newland, “Great present. Great book”



LB, “Great overall whisky knowledge. Great book, fast delivery! Just ordered another one to gift
a friend. Thank you!”

Marina, “Excelente compra!. Comprei para presentear meu irmão durante o Natal. O livro é
pequeno, mas belíssimo, tem cara de "relíquia". Já o conteúdo, meu irmão ficou bem
impressionado (história + fotos + dicas). O papel é grosso de acabamento brilhoso, o que
confere imagens marcantes. Texto em tamanho agradável e preto. Para quem curte o tema, é
uma excelente compra!”

Daniela0572, “War ein Geschenk an einen Whiskeyliebhaber. und dieser findet das Buch
super :-)”

The book by Hans Offringa has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 572 people have provided feedback.
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